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When in Rome… Do as Daniel!
Cody Westbrook

No doubt you are familiar with the old phrase, 
“When in Rome, do as the Romans.” It 
suggests that when visiting a foreign locale, 

it is polite to abide by their customs. As it pertains to 
customary greetings, when to drink your coffee, or 
anything else that is harmless, surely there is some 
wisdom behind the thought. But, there is a boundary 
that cannot be crossed. That boundary is God’s will. 
Peter’s statement in Acts 5:29, that “we ought to 
obey God rather than men,” is an all-encompassing 
principle. If abiding by the customs of a foreign land 
would put me in a position to violate God’s will, then 
I must not do it. 

Christians must keep in mind that we are “strangers 
and pilgrims” (1 Pet. 2:11) in this world. We are “in 
Rome” everywhere we go. We must be steadfast in 
our faith so that we do not allow ourselves to abide 
by the customs of the world that violate the will of 
God. Daniel is a perfect example. Nebuchadnezzar 
took him to Babylon in the first deportation to serve 
in his court. The king wanted his new captives to be 
trained in the ways of the Chaldeans, and to partake 
of the “dainties” that the king provided (Dan. 1:4-5). 
Daniel, however, would not do so. Daniel 1:8 says, 

“But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not 
defile himself with the portion of the kings’ meat, nor 
with the wine which he drank…” 

To “purpose in one’s heart” implies a decided 
resolution. The Hebrew verb generally means, “to set 
on,” “to set up,” “to arrange,” or “to fix.” The ESV says, 
“Daniel resolved” and the NASB says, “Daniel made 
up his mind.” The emphasis is very clear. Daniel 
made a conscious and well-informed decision that 
he would not violate the will of God for any reason. 
That decision was laid like concrete in his mind. If it 
meant prison, torture, or even death, Daniel would 
not bow his knee and compromise what he knew to 
be right.   

Daniel’s example of steadfastness rings true for 
Christians living in the 21st century. The Devil is 
working hard in our increasingly materialistic and 
humanistic culture to try and persuade us to “do as 
the Romans.” So, Christians are faced with a very 
important decision. Will we compromise our faith 
and live as the world lives or will we determine to 
remain steadfast (1 Cor. 15:58)? When in Rome, do 
as Daniel. Make the decision to be faithful.  
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WORSHIP & STUDY OPPORTUNITES
SUNDAY: Bible Classes 9:30 AM, Worship 10:30 AM & 6:00 PM 
TUESDAY: 10:00 AM (Sept.-May), Men’s & Ladies’ Bible Classes
WEDNESDAY: Bible Classes, 7:00 PM

THIS MONTH’S ADMINISTRATING ELDER
Mark Speir-mark.speir@gmail.com

VACUUMING SCHEDULE
Mar. 25: Lane & Lucas Young 

Apr. 1: Steve & Jeremy Kemery

WEED-EATING SCHEDULE
Apr. 1:  Jamie Harris & Keith Siebert
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“Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be 
acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer.”

- Psalm 19:14
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When Trials Come  
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A complete prayer list is available on the credenza, our website, and on the Lightpost app. 
Please contact the church office to make requests
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4:30 PM
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6:30 PM

10:00 AM

7:00 PM

Bible Class 
Morning Worship

L2L Mini Convention
Evening Worship

CWS Chapel & Bible Study (Ladies)

Tuesday Morning Bible Study (Men’s & Ladies’) 

Bible Class & Devotional
Songs:     	 Caleb Nash
Devotional:  Adan Hernandez
Prayer:          Jesse Moser
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